
Books with a Twist Fiction stories with the best plot 
twists and surprise endings 

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 
When a woman goes missing on her fifth wedding anniversary, her diary 
reveals hidden turmoil in her marriage, while her husband, desperate 
to clear himself of suspicion, realizes that something more disturb-
ing than murder may have occurred. FIC FLYNN  
 

The Lace Reader by Brunonia Barry  
Towner Whitney, a dazed young woman descended from a long line of 
mind readers and fortune tellers, has survived numerous traumas and 
returned to her hometown of Salem, Mass., to recover. Any tranquility 
in her life is short-lived when her beloved great-aunt Eva drowns un-
der circumstances suggesting foul play.  FIC BARRY  

 

Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty  
Follows three mothers, each at a crossroads, and their potential in-
volvement in a riot at a school trivia night that leaves one parent 
dead in what appears to be a tragic accident, but which evidence 
shows might have been premeditated. FIC MORIARTY  

 

Before I Go to Sleep by S. J. Watson  
Without her husband's knowledge, Christine, whose memory is damaged 
by a long-ago accident, is treated by a neurologist who helps her to 
remember her former self through journal entries until inconsisten-
cies begin to emerge, raising disturbing questions. FIC WATSON  

 

A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick  
The author describes his family’s move to America to find a better 
life — the hardships, perils, and disappointments they are forced to 
confront as they chase the American Dream during the Depression, and 
his encounter with the love of his life, Ruby.  FIC GOOLRICK  
 
 

The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins 
After witnessing something shocking, Rachel offers what she knows to 
the police, and becomes inextricably entwined in what happens next, 
as well as in the lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm 
than good? FIC HAWKINS  
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Defending Jacob by William Landay  
Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban 
Massachusetts county for more than twenty years. He is respected in 
his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with his 
wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a shocking crime shatters 
their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next: His 
fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow student 
FIC LANDAY  

 

The Playdate by Louise Millar  
When Callie moved into her new neighborhood, she thought it would be 
easy to fit in. The other parents have been strangely hostile, 
though, and her frail daughter Rae is finding it impossible to make 
friends. Suzy, with her rich husband and her three energetic     
children, has been the only one to reach out, although their       
relationship has recently felt inexplicably strained. FIC MILLAR  
 

Sister by Lupton, Rosamund  
Refusing to believe that her pregnant, mercurial, artist sister   
committed suicide, Beatrice begins an obsessive search for the truth 
and is dismissed by her family and authorities until she closes in on 
a murderous predator. FIC LUPTON  
 

Shutter Island by Dennis Lehane 
The year is 1954. U.S. Marshal Teddy Daniels and his new -partner, 
Chuck Aule, have come to Shutter Island, home of Ashecliffe Hospital 
for the Criminally Insane, to investigate the disappearance of a pa-
tient. Multiple-murderess Rachel Solando is loose somewhere on this 
barren island, despite having been kept in a locked cell under con-
stant surveillance. FIC LEHANE  
 

Broken Harbor by Tana French  
In the aftermath of a brutal attack that left a woman in intensive 
care and her husband and young children dead, brash cop Scorcher Ken-
nedy and his rookie partner, Richie, struggle with perplexing clues 
and Scorcher's haunting memories of a shattering incident from his 
childhood. FIC FRENCH  
 

Catch me by Lisa Gardner 
Approached by a young woman who claims her murder is imminent, detec-
tive D.D. Warren hears her chilling story about how all of her close 
childhood friends have been murdered on the anniversary of the same 
day and that she is the only one still alive. FIC GARDNER  
 
The Drowning House by Black, Elizabeth  
Returning to the insular Galveston home town of her youth in the wake 
of a family tragedy, photographer Clare Porterfield is drawn into a 
century-old mystery involving a woman who drowned during the Hurri-
cane of 1900. FIC BLACK  

 


